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Grow old,I grow old../I have heard the
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After the cups, the marmalade, the tea "And
would it have been worth it, after all
Among the porcelain,among some talk of
you and me.Would it have been worth while
To have bitten off the matter with a smile, To
have squeezed the universe into a ball
To roll it towards some overwhelming
question To say:"I am Lazarus,come from
the dead,
come back to tell you all,I shall tell you

all' (\YvL /Y o)
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“Let us go then, you and I, / When the
evening is spread out against the sky / Like a
patient etherized upon a table, / Let us go,
through certain half deserted streets... /
Streets that follow like a tedious argument /
Of insidious intent / To lead you to an

overwhelming question...” 10(Balyrn
etall, 1986, 1268/2).
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how should I begin/To spit out all the butt-
ends of my days and ways?AndThen

how should I presume?./And should I then
presume?/And how should I begin“7
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“Peel off the napkin /O my enemy /Do I
terrify?”'>(Baymetall ,1986,2737/3).
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The nose, theeyepits,the full set of teeth?/

The sour bread/Will vanish ina day./Soon,

Soon the flesh/The grave cave ate will be/At
home on me “'°(Baymetall, 1986, 2737/3)
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“What a million filaments/ The peanut-
crunching crowd / Shoves in to see /

Them unwrap me hand in foot'’(YV¥V/¥c0.s)
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[42] Gilbert, Hayt(1997), The literature

and classical traditions: the influence of

Greek and Roman on western literature,
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Daneshvar, Tehran: Agah Publications,

First edition.
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Connecting with the past heritage is a common phenomenon in the literature
of the world. in a way that contemporary poets are inspired by it because
there are affective abilities in people's conscience. One of the effects
obtained from this connection is the use of traditional characters like
Lazarus that is rooted in the old Christian heritage. "Lazarus in
contemporary poems: comparative study" is the title of an article, which
tends to study and analyze Lazarus' character and its effect in the trinity
literature. Hence, some examples are chosen from Persian, English and
Arabic poems. This character repeatedly emerged in Arabic poetry as in the
poems of Badroshakere Sayab and Khalil Havi; however in Persian, it only
could be seen once in Shamloo’s poems, and examples of it appeared in the
English poetry as in Thomas Stearns Eliot’s and Sylvia Plath's poems. One
of the most important results achieved from this paper is that contemporary
poets have applied old symbols in their poetry in order to explore a spiritual
dimension consistent with their life experience; as in the world’s literature,
this experience had a poetical interaction with Lazarus’ character in the
frame of symbols. Contemporary poets have added some new implications
to this character, indicating their personal life experiences or social
experiences of their nation in the severe political, social or cultural crises.
Implications include new life, false resurrection, deceit and despair in
Arabic poetry; death of humanity and irresponsibility in Persian poetry; and
disappointment and liking death because it is a sort of reunion and eternality
in English poetry. This study has been done according to descriptive-
analytical approach, and attempt to compare Lazarus in the Thrinity
literature.

Keywords: Christian heritage, Recall, Lazarus, Contemporary poetry,
Comparison.
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